Surgical extraction of transplanted adult Dirofilaria immitis in cats.
A jugular venotomy technique was developed to attempt extraction of Dirofilaria immitis in cats. Seven cats were first examined by cardiac ultrasound to establish the location of adult D. immitis that had been inserted by jugular venotomy. The efficiency of an extractor catheter in surgically removing filariae similarly inserted into 13 experimental cats was then assessed. A mean extraction success rate of 96% was achieved. This technique would seem to be worthy of clinical use provided the filariae are in the right atrial area.